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APPENDIX F. LOCAL LEADERS INTERVIEWED DURING COMMUNITY STUDY 

Flicka Bateman – Executive Director of the Refugee Support Center, Carrboro, NC; former member of Chapel Hill 
Town Council; former Principal of the University of North Carolina Hospital School; former Board member of Orange 

County Habitat for Humanity 

Donna Bell – Member of the 2018 Town Council; a clinical social worker in private practice; former clinical social 

worker and director of the Durham VA Medical Center, the Duke Inpatient Psychiatric Center, and UNC Counseling 
and Wellness 

Allen Buansi – Member of the 2018 Town Council; Attorney-Fellow at the UNC Center for Civil Rights; Executive 

Board of the Chapel Hill-Carrboro branch of the NAACP and chair of the Legal Redress Committee 

The Honorable Judge Joseph Buckner – Member of University Presbyterian Church; Chief District Court Judge for 
Judicial District 15-B [Orange and Chatham County]; former President of the North Carolina Association of District 

Court Judges 

Edmund Campion – Chair of the Orthopedics Department at University of North Carolina School of Medicine; 

practicing orthopedic surgeon and pediatric orthopedic specialist at UNC Medical Center 

Brian Curran – Member of University Presbyterian Church and former member of the session at University 
Presbyterian Church; former Chief of Police in the Town of Chapel Hill; housing advocate and Board member of 

Orange County Habitat for Humanity 

Wahi Da – Member of the Board of Trustees of the Refugee Support Center; refugee from Burma/Thailand who has 
gone through the citizenship process; works in food preparation 

Nick Didow – Professor of Marketing at the UNC Kenan Flagler Business School; former member of the Chapel Hill-
Carrboro Board of Education; founder of UNC’s Carolina Center for Public Services; helped to establish Chapel Hill 

Downtown Economic Commission; active member of University Methodist Church; Chair of Pastor-Parish Relations 
Committee at University Methodist Church and advocate of serious community outreach from that church 

Robert Dowling – Executive Director of Community Home Trust, Inc.; Board member of Grounded Solutions 

Network, a national organization focusing on community land trusts and inclusionary housing; member of the Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro Chamber of Commerce; Co-Chair of the IFC’s FoodFirst Capital Campaign 

Mac Gilliland – Member of University Presbyterian Church and member of the Mission Study Team; a post-doctoral 

fellow at the UNC Eshelman School of Pharmacy; recipient of the 2018 Postdoctoral Career Development Award 
from the American Society of Mass Spectroscopy  

Christophe Hakizimana – Recently arrived refugee from the Democratic Republic of the Congo; holds green card 

status and will ultimately intends to become a US citizen; breadwinner for his wife, four children, and several cousins 
who comprise his household; cleaning service worker 

Ed Harrison – Former member of the Chapel Hill Town Council for seventeen years; active parishioner and member 
of Holy Family Episcopal Church; board member of the Bicycle Alliance of Chapel Hill [BACH]; volunteer in statewide 

and local political races since the mid 1980’s 
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Pam Hemminger – Mayor of the Town of Chapel Hill; former Orange County Commissioner; former chair and vice-
chair of the Chapel Hill-Carrboro Board of Education; board member of Orange County Habitat for Humanity; board 

member of Historic Moorefields; board member of Rainbow Soccer; board member of Triangle Land Conservancy 

Jackie Jenks – Executive Director of the Interfaith Council for Social Services, Inc.; arrived in Chapel Hill in 2017; 

former Executive Director of San Francisco-based Hospitality House; long-time advocate for the poor and homeless 

Alice Andrews Joyce – Private tutor in high school academics; former director of the Service Learning Program at 
Chapel Hill High School; former Assistant to the Mayor of the Town of Chapel Hill 

Ralph Karpinos – Attorney for the Town of Chapel Hill since 1985 

Lydia Lavelle – Mayor of the Town of Carrboro; openly gay mayor of Carrboro and important advocate for the LGBTQ 
community; Assistant Professor at North Carolina Central University School of Law 

Sam Leaman – Member of University Presbyterian Church and former member of the session; Chair of Global 

Outreach and member of Outreach committees; retired financial analyst; member of the Board of Family Health 
Ministries, Inc., a nonprofit focusing on health issues in Haiti 

Gordon Merklein – Member of University Presbyterian Church and member of Mission Study Team; church school 

teacher at University Presbyterian Church; Associate Vice Chancellor for Real Estate Operations for the University of 
North Carolina; renowned national expert on public-private partnerships 

Thad Monroe – Member of University Presbyterian Church and member of the Mission Study Team; former member 
of the session at University Presbyterian Church; retired physician and long-time Chapel Hill resident active 

individually and with his wife, Coolie Monroe, in outreach programs in the community 

Mark Peifer – Member of University Presbyterian Church and former member of the session at University 
Presbyterian Church; former chair of Global Outreach and active member and writer for the Outreach committee; 

long-standing IFC volunteer; Michael Hooker Distinguished Professor of Biology at the University of North Carolina; 
Board member of Hearts with Haiti, Inc., a nonprofit focusing on schools and educational programs in Haiti 

Bart Phillips – Member of University Presbyterian Church and current member of the session at University 

Presbyterian Church; Local Outreach Chair and General Outreach Committee Chair for UPC; postdoctoral Fellow In 
the Macromolecular Structure Group at National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences 

Marc Pons – Member of University Presbyterian Church and former member of the session; President of Chapel Hill 

Tire, a sixty-five year old family business in Chapel Hill; avid environmental advocate with expertise in clean energy; 
recipient of awards from the Chapel Hill-Carrboro Chamber of Commerce;  

Pat Sprigg – President and CEO of Carol Woods Retirement Community for twenty years; coach for Leading Edge 
National Leadership Academy; former member of the North Carolina Commission on Aging; American Association 

of Homes and Services for the Aging’s (AAHSA) Board of Directors; former Chair-elect of the Continuing Care 
Accreditation Commission; former Chair of the North Carolina Association of Non-Profit Homes for the Aging, known 

now as Leading Age NC Board 

Roger Stancil – Manager of the Town of Chapel Hill since 2006; national and state-recognized City Manager 
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Jackie Thompson – Human Services Coordinator, Town of Chapel Hill 

Sarah Vinas – Assistant Director, Office of Housing and Community, Town of Chapel Hill 

Rosemary Waldorf – Former Mayor of the Town of Chapel Hill; Co-Chair of Chapel Hill 2020 Comprehensive Plan; 

Co-chair of Club Nova Capital Campaign; former journalist and local news reporter 

 


