December 3, 2017
First Sunday of Advent
8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
THE GATHERING
The congregation is asked to use the time of the Voluntary
as a period of silent prayer and preparation.
THE ORGAN VOLUNTARY

Johann Sebastian Bach

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland BWV 659

1685-1750

Come, Savior of the Nations

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
Come, Lord Jesus Christ.
Settle your peace deep within our spirits.
Cloak our aching world with your hope.
Fill our fragile hearts with your love.
Awake all creation with your joy.
Amen.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please sign the Worship Register and pass it on to your neighbor.
*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
Walter and Linda Plunkett (8:30)
Patty Baum and Alan Haydon (11:00)
Ps. 130
One:
All:
One:
All:
*HYMN 102

We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.
We wait for the Lord, and in God’s word we hope.
For with the Lord there is steadfast love,
and great power to redeem.
Let us walk in the light of the Lord.
“Savior of the Nations, Come”
Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord of all hopefulness,
You announce to us the day of salvation,
but we find ourselves consumed with the worries of this day.
You ask us to be vigilant in our watch for your kingdom,
but we are weary from so many years
of waiting for its fullness.
Forgive our distraction, our complacency, our despair.
Come to us again, Lord Jesus. Fill us with hope.
Restore us in your love.
*Silent Confession
*Kyrie Eleison

Arr. David N. Johnson

*Assurance of Forgiveness
*The Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
The congregation is invited to exchange the peace of Christ
with one another, greeting each other with the words above.
*Response of Praise

(Hymnal, 102)

Praise we sing to Christ the Lord,
virgin’s son, incarnate Word!
To the holy Trinity
praise we sing eternally.
THE WORD
TIME WITH CHILDREN
Children, three-years old through third-graders, are invited to join
the minister on the chancel for Time With Children. Children under
three are invited to come forward with a parent.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
One:
All:

Isaiah 64:1-9
pp. 694-695
(Children’s Bible, pp. 858-859)

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON

“The Cry of Advent”
Elizabeth Michael
Time is provided following the sermon for a
few moments of personal reflection and prayer.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

“Advent Credo” by Allan Boesak

It is not true that creation and the human family are doomed to
destruction and loss–
This is true: For God so loved the world that He gave his only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish
but have everlasting life;
It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination,
hunger and poverty, death and destruction–
This is true: I have come that they may have life, and that
abundantly.
It is not true that violence and hatred should have the last word,
and that war and destruction rule forever–
This is true: Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given,
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, his name shall
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, the Everlasting,
the Prince of peace.
It is not true that we are simply victims of the powers of evil who
seek to rule the world–
This is true: To me is given authority in heaven and on earth,
and lo I am with you, even until the end of the world.
It is not true that we have to wait for those who are specially
gifted, who are the prophets of the Church before we can be
peacemakers–
This is true: I will pour out my spirit on all flesh and your
sons and daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see
visions and your old men shall have dreams.
It is not true that our hopes for liberation of humankind, of
justice, of human dignity of peace are not meant for this earth
and for this history–
This is true: The hour comes, and it is now, that the true
worshipers shall worship God in spirit and in truth.
So let us enter Advent in hope, even hope against hope. Let us
see visions of love and peace and justice. Let us affirm with
humility, with joy, with faith, with courage: Jesus Christ–the
life of the world.
*HYMN 357

“The Days Are Surely Coming”

Llangloffan

THE THANKSGIVING
Offertory Sentence
At the Offering,
Das alte Jahr vergangen ist BWV614 (8:30)
The old year has past away

Bach

An Anthem (11:00)

Mark A. Miller
b. 1967

Youth Choir
Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free,
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art,
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

Born to save, born to heal, come, O Savior, come.
While we wait, while we pray, come, Savior, come.
Hope of all heaven and earth, come, Jesus, come, O Jesus, come.
Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King,
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone,
by thine all sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.
Charles Wesley, 1707-1788

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
The congregation is invited to sing verses of the hymn “O Lord, How Shall I Meet
You,” which today are incorporated into our Great Prayer of Thanksgiving.

Invitation to the Table
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
One: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us pray.
O Lord, how shall I meet you, how welcome you aright?
Your people long to greet you, my hope, my heart’s delight!
O kindle, Lord most holy, a lamp within my breast
To do in spirit lowly all that may please you best.
One:
All:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

You breathed us into being, you named us as your own
And when we wandered from you, you grieved our hearts of stone.
You sent to us your prophets, your poets and your priests
Who told us of your mercy, the promised gift of peace.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of angels
and with all the faithful of every time and place
who forever sing to the glory of your name:
Love caused your incarnation, love brought you down to me;
Your thirst for my salvation procured my liberty.
O love beyond all telling, that led you to embrace
In love all loves excelling our lost and fallen race.

One:
All:

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Pour out your breath upon us, and on this table spread
That we might come to meet you in cup and broken bread.
And bind us to each other that we might live to see
Your grace in blind eyes opened and captives breaking free.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
The Words of Institution
The Sharing of the Bread and the Cup
Today we will receive the sacrament by means of intinction
(dipping the bread in the cup). At 11 a.m., there will be two
serving stations on each side; please proceed to the next available station. As the servers say, “the bread of life,” and “the cup of salvation,”
you are invited to respond with “Amen” or “thanks be to God.” (All
of the elements are gluten-free; all cups contain grape juice.)
Prayer of Response
Gracious God,
Truly you have met us here:
we have tasted your love,
and glimpsed your image reflected in our neighbor’s.
Continue to burn in our hearts, we pray,
until we recognize your coming
wherever bread and hearts are broken.
For we pray in the name of Jesus, whose every breath was praise.
You come, O Lord, with gladness, in mercy and goodwill,
to bring an end to sadness and bid our fears be still.
In patient expectation we live for that great day
when your renewed creation your glory shall display.
THE SENDING
*HYMN 547

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”

Ar hyd y nos

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*ORGAN POSTLUDE
*You are invited to stand, as able.
THE WORSHIP BULLETIN, the weekly calendar, the announcements and UPC’s
newsletter are posted on the church Website at www.upcch.org.

Worship Notes
AS A COURTESY TO OTHERS, please turn off or silence all cellular phones, pagers,
and other electronic devices for the duration of worship.
WORSHIP LEADERSHIP TODAY: Preacher: Elizabeth Michael, Interim Associate
Pastor. Liturgists: John Rogers, Associate Pastor for Campus Ministry, Margaret LaMotte Torrence, Interim Pastor. Choir Director and Organist: Thomas Brown, Minister of Music. Youth Choir Director: Beth Auman Visser. Youth Choir Accompanist:
Betsy Carmichael.
ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY: At 8:30: Deacon in the Narthex: Nancy Pfaltzgraff. Greeters: Jay and Elinor Williams. Ushers: Lewis and Maggie Morris (captains), Tom and Judy Warburton. Communion Servers: Gillian and Eugene Rogers.
At 11:00: Greeter: Eileen Weatherly. Ushers: Tom (captain) and Betty Bouldin, Bob
Johnson, Lee Sizemore. Communion Servers: Nancy Jones, Madeline Mitchell, Lee
Scott, Amos Tyndall, Ashley Wilson, Anne Scaff, Brian Curran, Nelda Lay. Godly
Play Leaders: Day McLaughlin, Mark Chandler. Handicapped Parking Assistant:
John Anderson.
THIS MORNING’S ORGAN VOLUNTARY is one of Bach’s greatest Advent chorale
preludes. Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland (Come, Savior of the Nations) is based on
the tune adapted from a plainsong melody first found in the Einsiedeln Hymnal of the
twelfth or thirteenth century; the form of the melody Bach uses in this work was included in the Erfurt Enchiridia, 1524. The text is one of twelve definitely ascribed to
Ambrose (340-397). As with many Advent hymns of the period, Nun komm is cast in
a minor key, symbolic of the juxtaposition of the joyous expectation of Christ’s birth
and the inevitability of the cross. This setting is particularly famous for Bach’s use of
a ‘walking bass’ line, suggesting Christ’s footsteps to Calvary. The highly ornamented
(and thus disguised) melody has been interpreted as being “expressive of the impenetrable mystery of the Incarnation of God’s Son.” The doleful music heard during the
8:30 Offertory laments the ending of the past Liturgical Year. The new Liturgical Year
begins today with the First Sunday of Advent.
THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY today are given in memory of Celia Parsons,
mother of the late Bud Parsons.
THE ROSE ON THE RETABLE last week announced the birth of Walker Sharp Hobson, Jr. Walker is the child of Virginia and Walker Hobson and was born on November
23, 2017.
NEW MEMBERS WILL GATHER in the Fellowship Hall after the 11:00 service
today and will be welcomed during worship next Sunday, December 10. We welcome
new members every other month. If you are interested in becoming a part of our faith
community, please contact Kate Fiedler or Elizabeth Michael at (919) 929-2102.
CONTINUING THE CONVERSATION...The work of proclamation belongs not just
to preachers but to the Christian community as a whole. To that end, if thoughts or
questions are stimulated by a sermon that you hear, your worship leaders would be
grateful to receive your reflections. While we always are open to face-to-face conversation, sometimes it’s easier to drop a note by email. We can’t promise to respond
to each email individually, but we would love to have your thoughts and questions
inform our preparation for worship in the weeks to come. Any responses you’d like to
share may be sent to sermons@upcch.org.
PLEASE DO NOT PARK ON ROBERTSON LANE. It is fine to park in the designated pull-in parking spaces, but the road itself is a fire lane and must be kept clear.
Thank you for your understanding.
HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES are set aside on Sunday directly in front of the
church on Franklin Street. Please reserve these spaces for those with handicap parking
permits.
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS AND HYMNALS and portable hearing devices are
available every Sunday in the narthex.
LECTIONARY READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Isa. 40:1-11; Ps. 85:1-2, 8-13;
2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8.
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Welcome to University
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News and Opportunities
December 3, 2017

2018 Stewardship Campaign
As the year-end approaches, the Session is deeply grateful to all who have pledged estimates of financial giving
for 2018. Because we must prepare the church’s budget in
early January, it would be very helpful to receive pledges
of support before the end of 2017. As of November 22,
total dollars pledged were down 6% compared to last
year and total number of pledges down 5%, so we have
some catching up to do! If you haven’t yet pledged, please
fill out a pledge card located in the narthex and place it
in the offering plate today or mail it to UPC at P.O. Box
509, Chapel Hill, NC 27514. You may also email your
pledge to finance@upcch.org or pledge securely online at
www.upcch.org/stewardship. The latest stewardship campaign
updates are on the chart in the narthex and on the website.
Alternative Gift Market: Purchase a Gift
If you missed the Alternative Gift Market in November,
you may purchase green and sustainable Christmas gifts at
a table in the narthex today and next Sunday, December 10.
Checks only please. View the 2017 shopping list online at
upcch.org/resources.
Kitchen Clean-Out: Claim Your Dish
A kitchen clean-out is in the works! If you have left a beloved dish, plate, or pot in the Fellowship Hall or Youth
Center kitchen after a scrumptious potluck at UPC, please
be sure to pick it up by Christmas. After December 25, unclaimed dishes that are not useful in the kitchens will be
donated. New, more functional kitchenware for the large
meals we prepare is on the way, and we are working to
make space for the pots and pans that are needed. Thanks
for helping us get the plates back to the rightful owners.
Longest Night Service
Joy and merriment are prevalent in the Christmas season,
and it can be hard to find space to sit with loss, grief, loneliness, and other strong feelings that weigh heavily during
the holidays. Consider joining us for a special service of
worship, “The Longest Night,” on Sunday, December 17,
at 5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. This service will be a quiet,
meditative observance of Advent, meant to offer space for
all the parts of our life we bring to the manger. If this holiday season finds you mourning the loss of a loved one, coping with periods of darkness, seeking quiet contemplative
space, or longing to be of support for those in need of healing, there is a place for you here. We will gather for quiet
prayer, reading of scripture, music, lighting of candles, and
intentional silence. Contact Elizabeth Michael, at elizabeth@upcch.org or (919) 929-2102 with questions..
Kirk Club
Kirk Club, for 4th and 5th graders, will meet next on
Wednesday, December 6, from 3:30-4:30 p.m. in the Youth
Center. Please contact Kim McNeill at kim@upcch.org or
Nancy Myer at nancy@upcch.org with questions.
Men’s Breakfast
The next Men’s Breakfast will be held this Monday, December 4, from 7:00-8:00 a.m. in the PCM Kitchen and Terrace
Room. The last meeting of 2017 will be on Monday, December 18. Breakfast and coffee will be served. The goal of the
men’s breakfast is to create fellowship opportunities for the
male members of UPC. For questions, please contact Cole
Van De Water at colevdw@gmail.com.

Beauty and Bounty
Gifts of Beauty and Bounty order forms are due by noon
on Monday, December 11, 2017. Join us this year as we
honor and remember the special people in our lives in
one of two ways. You may give a poinsettia which will be
used to decorate the chancel during Christmas, or you may
make a contribution to the Inter-Faith Council for Social
Services which will be used to provide support to those
in our community who are in need. You may choose to do
both! The names of those we honor or remember will appear in the Sunday Worship Bulletin, December 17, 2017.
Order forms are available in the narthex, or visit upcch.
org/resources to print the form yourself. You may bring it
to the church office or mail it to UPC, Gifts of Beauty and
Bounty, P.O. Box 509, Chapel Hill NC 27514-0509.
Children’s, Junior, and Youth Choirs
The Youth Choir (grades 6-12) will rehearse today from 5-6
in the Priscilla D. Bevin Memorial Choir Suite (the cast of
Miss Persia should plan to arrive at 4:30 today to try on
costumes). They will lead the music next on Sunday, December 17, at both worship services for Lessons and Carols. We are preparing for Lessons and Carols, caroling, and
Christmas Eve. See you at rehearsal! Contact Beth if you
have questions at visser@upcch.org.
The Junior Choir (grades 2-6) will rehearse today from
4:15-4:55 in the Priscilla D. Bevin Memorial Choir Suite.
Next Sunday, December 10, the Junior Choir is invited to
Carter and Campbell Lange’s home for a Caroling Party
right after choir rehearsal at the church. We are preparing
for Lessons and Carols, caroling, and Christmas Eve. See
you at rehearsal! Contact Beth if you have questions at
visser@upcch.org.
The Children’s Choir (grades K-2) will rehearse today
from 3:45-4:10 in the Priscilla D. Bevin Memorial Choir
Suite. We are preparing for Lessons and Carols, caroling,
and Christmas Eve. See you at rehearsal! Contact Beth if
you have questions at visser@upcch.org.
Registration is open for the Montreat Worship and Music
Conference (June 17-23, 2018). All active choir members,
rising fourth graders to graduating seniors, are eligible to attend. Go to upcch.org/music/youth-choir to register.Our own
Margaret LaMotte Torrence will be the Liturgist for the conference and Jeremy Nabors, CHHS Choral Director, will be
the High School Choral Director. Don’t miss the fun!
Presbyterian Youth Connection
All 6th-12th graders are invited to start Advent off with a
night of relaxation at PYC! Wear your best Christmas jammies and settle in for a meal together, followed by an old
holiday classic movie with treats to get us in the spirit of
the season. Bring $5 for dinner and enter for the Fellowship Hall at 110 Henderson St. between 5:45 and 6:00 p.m.
Pick-up is at 7:30 p.m. in the parking lot. Please contact
Kim McNeill at kim@upcch.org with questions.
Presbyterian Women
All women of UPC are invited to attend PW Circles:
Circle 1: Wed., Dec. 13, 7 p.m. Hostess: Leslie May, 419
Westwood Dr (919-225-3430)
Circle 2: Mon., Dec. 4, 10 a.m. Hostess: Janet Anderson,
223 Severin St. (919-602-1921)
Circle 3: Tues., Dec. 5, 10 a.m. Hostess: Marian Johnson,
217 Mill Race Drive, (919-942-4752)
Circle 4: Tues., Dec. 5, 11 a.m. Hostess: Priscilla Singletary, 59 Stone Ledge, Fearrington Village, (919-542-7119)
Circle 5: Wed., Dec. 6, 7 p.m Hostess: Myrah Scott, 105
Sheffield Circle (919-933-9463)
Young Adults
Join another round of Biblical discussion on Monday, December 4, at 7:30 p.m. in the UPC Parlor. We’ll gather to
discuss the next two weeks of reading (Leviticus 8 through
Numbers 36, or pages 121-197 in the study Bible). Contact
Kate Fiedler if you haven’t picked up your book yet or if
you have other questions (kate@upcch.org).

Special Notice: Stock Gifts
To help ensure that your gift of stock is received and recorded correctly in the current year, we suggest that you
initiate the transfer by December 15, 2017. Please notify
Katharine Yager, Controller, of the stock gifted, the number of shares, and how the gift is to be applied. Contact her
at (919) 929-2102 or finance@upcch.org.
Advent Christmas Brunch
Mark your calendar for UPC’s annual Advent Christmas
Brunch! This year, the brunch will be held on Sunday, December 17, at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The Congregational
Life Committee and Deacons will host this potluck fellowship
brunch. Beverages will be provided, and we ask that each member of the congregation bring a breakfast dish to share (quiche,
muffins, fruit, etc.). Please remember to label your dishes and
serving spoons with your name if you’d like to have them back.
Be sure to pick up anything you brought with you following the
brunch. Please note the brunch will take the place of our Second
Sunday Lunch in December and is held on the same morning as
our Service of Lessons and Carols.
Adult Education
Bible Study: Join Randy Kabrick and Ed Preston as they
lead the discussion through the gospel of Luke. This week:
The Triumphal Entry, Debates with Jesus, and Watching for
the Son of Man (Luke 19-21). (Stephen Ministry Room).
Connections: This class offers discussions on current
events in our community and on popular movies. All are
invited to join in the conversation. This week: Brian Curran discusses the criminal justice system. Facilitators: Brad
Geerdes and Vince Tollers. (Dunham Hall).
Faith and the Arts: The Art of Advent and Christmas: In
this class, UPC staff and members lead us in exploring the
music, literature, and visual arts inspired by this season.
This week: Margaret LaMotte Torrence will focus on the
visitation between Elizabeth and Mary, using the Magnificat
as a text. Facilitator: Mellicent Blythe. (Vance Barron Hall).
Living Out Our Faith: Transitions: Whether it is chosen
or thrust upon you, change brings both opportunities and
turmoil. As our UPC congregation navigates our own transitions in leadership, join the conversation and add your
perspective and prayers as this class discerns what lies
ahead together. Facilitator: Jim Schultz. (Terrace Room).
“Why Don’t You Try This?”
When you are going through tough times, everyone has
advice. But often it isn’t advice you need or want–it’s caring you desire. Stephen Ministers are trained to give this
care by listening instead of telling you what to do. Do
yourself a huge favor and contact Elizabeth Michael at
(919) 929-2102 or elizabeth@upcch.org.
Continuing Education: Come and Learn
The Stephen Ministry Program has opened up their continuing education to the congregation. Please plan to join us
on Monday, December 4, for Stress, Life’s Challenges, and
Mindful Awareness, at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
Visit upcch.org/connect-stephen-minister to learn more
about this event and Stephen Ministry at UPC.
General Announcement
Consider attending an annual yoga fundraiser to help the
Inter-Faith Council serve our neighbors in need this holiday season on Wednesday, December 6, 9:00-10:15 a.m.,
at the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church fellowship hall in
Chapel Hill. This beginner-level class will use basic yoga
postures to create warmth and openness in the body and
deep breathing to bring calm and clarity to the mind. A $10
donation is suggested, but all are welcome regardless of
resources. Contact Rebecca Chilton at (919) 451-6861 or
rebeccaincarrboro@gmail.com for more information.

This Week and Next at University
Presbyterian Church
Sunday, December 3
8:30 & 11:00
Worship Services (Nursery: Room 130/134)
9:45-10:45
Sunday School for all ages
12:00-1:00
New members received: Fellowship Hall
3:45-4:10
Children’s Choir:
		
Priscilla D. Bevin Memorial Choir Suite
4:00		
Children’s Subcommittee: Dunham Hall
4:15-4:55
Junior Choir:
4:30-5:00
Miss Persia cast: Robing Room
		
Priscilla D. Bevin Memorial Choir Suite
5:00-6:00
Youth Choir:
		
Priscilla D. Bevin Memorial Choir Suite
6:00-7:30
PYC Theme Night: Fellowship Hall
Monday, December 4
7:00-8:00
Men’s Breakfast: Terrace Room
10:00		
Bulletin content deadline for Dec. 10
6:00-7:00
Global Outreach: Vance Barron Hall
7:00-8:30
Stephen Ministry Continuing Education:
		Fellowship Hall
7:00-8:30
Stephen Ministry: Stephen Ministry Room
7:30-9:00
Young Adults: Parlor
Tuesday, December 5
10:00		
10:00		
		

Deadline for Dec. 17 announcements
Deadline for 7:00 and 11:00
Christmas Eve bulletins

Wednesday, December 6
10:00		
3:30-4:30
7:15-9:15
		

Deadline for 4:00 Christmas Eve bulletin
Kirk Club: Youth Center
Chancel Choir:
Priscilla D. Bevin Memorial Choir Suite

Thursday, December 7
7:00-8:00
PCM Board: Terrace Room
7:30-8:30
UPPS Committee: Youth Center
Friday, December 8
11:00		
Materials for Session Packets due
Saturday, December 9
9:00-11:00
PYPs Hot Chocolate: UPC Front Lawn
Sunday, December 10
8:30 & 11:00
Worship Services (Nursery: Room 130/134)
9:45-10:45
Sunday School for all ages
3:30-5:00
PYC Small Groups: Youth Center
3:45-4:10
Children’s Choir:
		
Priscilla D. Bevin Memorial Choir Suite
4:00-5:00
UPC worship service: Carolina Meadows
4:15-4:55
Junior Choir:
		
Priscilla D. Bevin Memorial Choir Suite
5:00-6:00
Youth Choir:
		
Priscilla D. Bevin Memorial Choir Suite
5:00-7:00
Junior Choir Christmas Caroling
Remember, there is FREE parking at the
Rosemary Street parking deck on Sundays.
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