December 9, 2018
Second Sunday of Advent
8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
THE GATHERING
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
Improbable God,
Under the clamor of all the voices that claim our allegiance
call us into the wild and uneven places
where your life-giving word is heard.
There purge and prune and tend our spirits
until your love finds its home in our hearts.
Then show us how we might
smooth the way of your coming,
for the sake of the world you love.
Johann Sebastian Bach
THE ORGAN VOLUNTARY
1685-1750
Nun komm’, der Heiden Heiland BWV 659
Come, Savior of the nations

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please sign the Worship Register and pass it on to your neighbor.
*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
Brad and Leslie Clark (8:30)
Jane Langston, Wyatt Phillips, and Kristen Roehrig, PCM Interns (11:00)
Isaiah 2:4, 11:6
One: The prophet Isaiah spoke of the day
when people would beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks,
the day when nations would no longer lift up swords
against other nations.
One:
All:

One:
All:

We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.
As the Lord has promised, in days to come.
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling will lie down together.
And a little child shall lead them.
Let us walk in the light of the Lord.

*HYMN 83

Stuttgart

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy One,
In the cold flush of morning
we dare to come,
not because we are ready to greet you,
but because our need is so great
and your hour approaches.
Strip away our defenses
and bathe us in your mercy
until we yield our lives in joy.
*Silent Confession
*Kyrie Eleison

Arr. David N. Johnson

*Assurance of Forgiveness
*The Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
The congregation is invited to exchange the peace of Christ
with one another, greeting each other with the words above.
*Response of Praise

(Hymnal, 83)

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us;
let us find our rest in thee.
THE WORD
TIME WITH CHILDREN
Children, three-years old through third-graders, are invited to
come to the front of the Sanctuary for Time with Children.
Children under three are invited to come forward with a parent.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST READING

Luke 1:68-79, p. 58
(Children’s Bible, p. 1183)

SECOND READING

Luke 3:1-6, p. 60
(Children’s Bible, p. 1186)

One:
All:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON “The Word in the Wilderness” Margaret LaMotte Torrence
Time is provided following the sermon for a
few moments of personal reflection and prayer.
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

A Declaration of Faith

In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
God kept his promises.
All that we can ever hope for
was present in Christ.
But the work of God in Christ is not over.
God calls us to hope for more than we have yet seen.
The hope God gives us is ultimate confidence
that supports us when lesser hopes fail us.
In Christ God gives hope for a new heaven and earth,
certainty of victory over death,
assurance of mercy and judgment beyond death.
This hope gives us courage for the present struggle.
Jesus is Lord!
He has been Lord from the beginning.
He will be Lord at the end.
Even now he is Lord.
*HYMN 109

“Blessed be the God of Israel”

Merle’s Tune

THE THANKSGIVING
*Offertory Sentence
At the Offering,
Nun komm’, der Heiden Heiland BWV 599 (8:30)

Bach

Come, Savior of the nations

An Anthem (11:00)

Charles Wood
1866-1926

Never weather-beaten sail more willing bent to shore,
Never tirèd pilgrims’ limbs affected slumber more,
Than my wearied sprite now longs to fly out of my troubled breast:
O come quickly, come quickly, sweetest Lord, and take my soul to rest.
Ever blooming are the joys of heaven’s high Paradise,
Cold age deafs not there our ears, nor vapour dims our eyes:
Glory there the sun out-shines; whose beams the Blessèd only see:
O come quickly, come quickly, glorious Lord, and raise my sprite to Thee!
~Thomas Campion, 1567-1620

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
RECOGNITION OF NEW MEMBERS (11:00)
CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.
THE SENDING
*HYMN 149

“All Hail to God’s Anointed”

Rockport

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*CHORAL AMEN (11:00)
*ORGAN POSTLUDE

*You are invited to stand, as able.

William Smith
1603-1645

Welcome to the Fellowship of University Presbyterian Church
IN GRATEFUL RESPONSE to the grace of God, this community of Christ’s Church
gathers regularly for worship, study and discernment, and then disperses to carry the
love of Jesus Christ into the community and the world beyond these walls. We invite
you to join us on the journey.
OUR WORSHIPING FAMILY OF FAITH INCLUDES CHILDREN of all ages.
Through our excellent childcare program, Sunday morning childcare is available during both worship services for infants, toddlers and preschool children, who will be welcomed by our trained nursery staff. We strive to provide skilled caregivers to accommodate any special needs. Infants are welcome to remain in the Sanctuary with parents;
however, the parlor (located alongside the narthex) is a wonderful place for parents to
calm an anxious baby. A special part of our service is the Time with Children, when
they are invited to come to the front of the Sanctuary for a message that connects the
worship of the day with their unique understanding. If children are new to this experience of coming forward, parents can join them. After the Time with Children, parents of
those four years and younger are invited to take their children downstairs to the nurseries (through the door nearest the baptismal font). Nursery child check-in is downstairs
in room 134. Please contact the Staff Associate for Children’s Ministries, Nancy Myer,
at (919) 929-2102 or nancy@upcch.org if there is anything we can do to enhance the
Sunday morning experience for your family.
DURING THE 11:00 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE, UPC offers Godly Play for kindergarteners and children who are age four (as of September 1). Godly Play is designed
for worship education and faith formation and is a time of storytelling and creative
play. Following the Time with Children, kindergarteners and four-year-olds go with
the Godly Play Assistant through the door to the left of the pulpit to the Godly Play
room. Younger children exit through the door near the parking lot and baptismal font.
Worship Notes
AS A COURTESY TO OTHERS, please turn off or silence all cellular phones, pagers,
and other electronic devices for the duration of worship.
WORSHIP LEADERSHIP TODAY: Preacher: Margaret LaMotte Torrence, Interim
Pastor. Liturgists: Kate Fiedler, Associate Pastor for Adult Ministries; John Rogers,
Associate Pastor for Campus Ministry. Choir Director and Organist: Thomas Brown,
Minister of Music.
ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY: At 8:30: Greeter: Carmen Woodruff. Ushers:
Jim and Rachel Harshaw (captains), Ron Adams, Nancy Pfaltzgraff. At 11:00: Greeter: Eileen Weatherly. Ushers: Tom (captain) and Betty Bouldin, Claire Chipman, Mac
Gilliland, Bob Johnson, Lawrence Sizemore. Godly Play Leader: Alison Kavanaugh.
Handicapped Parking Assistant: Rob Reda.
THE FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY today are given by the Bevin Family in loving memory of Priscilla D. Bevin with gratitude and thanks for her life.
ELDERS, SESSION FOLDERS ARE AVAILABLE in the church mailboxes. The
Session will meet on Thursday, December 13, at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.
NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED TODAY: Brooks and Lizzy Wilson (Ella and
Carter); Emily Damone.
HANDICAPPED PARKING SPACES are set aside on Sunday directly in front of the
church on Franklin Street, and four spaces are available in the church parking lot off
Robertson Lane. Please reserve these spaces for those with handicap parking permits.
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS AND HYMNALS and portable hearing devices are
available every Sunday in the narthex.
LECTIONARY READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Zeph. 3:14-20; Isa. 12:2-6; Phil.
4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18.
THE WORSHIP BULLETIN, the weekly calendar, the announcements and UPC’s
newsletter are posted on the church Website at www.upcch.org.

Worship Notes
THIS MORNING’S VOLUNTARY is one of Bach’s greatest Advent chorale preludes. Nun komm’, der Heiden Heiland (Come, Savior of the nations) is based on the
tune adapted from a plainsong (Gregorian chant) melody first found in the Einsiedeln
Hymnal of the twelfth or thirteenth century; the form of the melody Bach uses in this
work was included in the Erfurt Enchiridia, 1542. The text is one of twelve definitely ascribed to Ambrose (340-397). As with many Advent hymns of the period, Nun
komm’ is cast in a minor key, symbolic of the juxtaposition of the joyous anticipation
of Christ’s birth and the inevitability of the cross. This setting is particularly famous
for Bach’s use of a ‘walking bass’ line, suggesting Christ’s footsteps to Calvary. The
highly ornamented (and thus ‘veiled’ or disguised) melody has been interpreted as
being “expressive of the impenetrable mystery of the Incarnation of God’s Son.” The
8:30 Offertory music offers a simple setting of Nun komm’ taken from Bach’s Orgelbüchlein (Little Organ Book).
CONTINUING THE CONVERSATION...The work of proclamation belongs not just
to preachers but to the Christian community as a whole. To that end, if thoughts or
questions are stimulated by a sermon that you hear, your worship leaders would be
grateful to receive your reflections. While we are always open to face-to-face conversation, sometimes it’s easier to drop a note by email. We can’t promise to respond
to each email individually, but we would love to have your thoughts and questions
inform our preparation for worship in the weeks to come. Any responses you’d like to
share may be sent to sermons@upcch.org.
THE BENEDICTION frequently offered by Margaret is adapted from an anointing
liturgy by Jim Cotter.
PLEASE DO NOT PARK ON ROBERTSON LANE. It is fine to park in the designated pull-in parking spaces, but the road itself is a fire lane and must be kept clear.
Thank you for your understanding.
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Welcome to University
Presbyterian Church
News and Opportunities
December 9, 2018

2019 Stewardship Campaign
As we enter the season of Advent, we reflect on God’s gift
to us and how we live our gratitude and bear fruit that will
last. We celebrate the commitment so many in the congregation have shown through your pledges. In order to create
a budget that will not require us to draw from our savings
but will allow us to fund all we did in 2017, we need an
additional $300,000 in pledges. If you have not yet made
your pledge, you may complete a pledge card that you will
find in the pews and in the worship register. You also may
mail your pledge card to the church office (P.O. Box 509,
Chapel Hill, NC 27514), or pledge online via our secure
website at upcch.org/stewardship.
11:00 Ushers Needed on December 23
We still need ushers for the 11:00 service on December 23
(Lessons & Carols). If you can assist, please email Steve
Kennedy at sdkenned@ncsu.edu TODAY to ensure we can
include your name in the bulletin. UPC’s Worship Committee appreciates your help!
Alternative Gift Market
A table is set up in the narthex today. This is your last opportunity to buy an alternative gift for your friends and family!
The gift you select will be sent overseas or to poverty-stricken
areas in the United States by ecumenical non-profit agencies.
Second Sunday Lunch/Christmas Brunch
This month instead of the Second Sunday potluck lunch, we
invite you to join us for Christmas Brunch on Sunday, December 23. We will gather in the Fellowship Hall from 9:45-10:45
a.m. in-between services. (Sunday school will not meet that
week and will return on January 13.). All are welcome!
Young Adults
All are invited to join the gathering on Wednesday, December 12, beginning at 8:15 p.m. at Linda’s. Come prepared to
talk about patience and presence. Email Kate Fiedler with any
questions (kate@ upcch.org). Join us!
Special Notice: Tax Statement
If you are mailing a gift to the church and would like for it to
appear on your year-end tax statement, please make sure it
is postmarked by December 31, 2018. If you have questions,
please contact Katharine Yager at finance@upcch.org.
PW Service Project: Diaper Collection
The Presbyterian Women (PW) will collect diapers for the
Refugee Support Center (RSC) through next Sunday,
December 16. Place diapers you purchase in boxes in the
church parlor or office. Note that we are lacking size 6 (other
sizes have been collected). Refugee families do not have access to other diaper distribution services, only the RSC service, so local groups are helping meet this need in our community. You may also write a check to UPC with “Refugee
Diaper Project” in the memo line. Money collected will be
used to buy diapers for the Center. We will deliver the diapers
to RSC in January for February distribution. Contact Mary
Ellen Olson, (maryeolson27@gmail.com) or Vicki Lotz
(vjlotz@live.unc.edu).
Gifts of Beauty & Bounty
Gifts of Beauty and Bounty order forms are due by noon
on Monday, December 17. Join us this year as we honor
and remember the special people in our lives by giving a
poinsettia to decorate the chancel during Christmas or making a contribution to the Inter-Faith Council for Social Services. Or do both! The names of those we honor or remember will be in the bulletin on December 23. Order forms are
in the narthex, or print your own at upcch.org/resources.

Children’s, Junior, and Youth Choirs
Contact Beth for more information at visser@upcch.org.
The Youth Choir (grades 6-12) will rehearse today from
5-6. Today is our last rehearsal before singing at Lessons
and Carols on December 23 at both services and Christmas Eve at 7:00 worship. Do your best to be at rehearsal.
Next Sunday, December 16, the Youth Choir will join
PYC Christmas caroling starting at 5 at the Carol Woods
Health Center and will carol at individual’s homes, finishing the evening at Caroline and Rachel Vandersea’s
home for dinner and a white elephant gift exchange. Lots
of singing ahead!
The Junior Choir (grades 2-6) rehearses today from 4:154:55 at UPC. After rehearsal, the choir is invited to Jasper and Maisy Kavanaugh’s home for dinner and caroling
in the Berryhill neighborhood. Parents will provide their
child’s transportation from UPC to the Kavanaugh’s home.
Please wear festive attire, and bring a flashlight and $5 for
dinner. Pick up is at 7:15 at the Kavanaugh’s home. Parents,
we will need help with supervision as we carol. Today is
our last rehearsal before singing at Lessons and Carols on
December 23 at both services and Christmas Eve at 4:00
worship. Do your best to be at rehearsal. Next Sunday, December 16, the Junior Choir will not rehearse. Beth and Betsy will be caroling with the Children’s and Youth Choirs.
The Children’s Choir (grades K-2) will rehearse today
from 3:45-4:10. Next Sunday, December 16, the Children’s Choir will meet a little before 3 at the Auditorium
of Carol Woods Retirement Community. After caroling for
about 20 minutes, the Children’s Choir and their families
are invited to Maya Garber’s home for a party. Today is
our last rehearsal before singing at Lessons and Carols on
December 23 at both services and Christmas Eve at 4:00
worship. Do your best to be at rehearsal.
Montreat Worship and Music Conference (June 1622, 2019) registration is open to all rising fourth graders
to graduating seniors who are active in the UPC Youth or
Junior Choirs. Registration is $265 until January 3, 2019.
Registration will increase to $280 after that date and is
open until February 5. Go to bit.ly/2RfLSCb to sign up
for the conference. It’s a week of music and worship, with
time for fellowship and a chance to deepen friendships and
renew your faith. Join us!
Presbyterian Women
All women of UPC are invited to attend PW Circles:
Circle 1: Thurs., Dec. 19, 7 p.m. Hostess: Leslie May, 419
Westwood Dr. (919-225-3430)
Adult Education, 9:45-10:45 a.m.
Bible Study: Bible Characters: God is revealed unexpectedly when we look with fresh eyes through Old Testament
stories. This week: Job as drama and wisdom literature.
Job asks “Why do we suffer?” We’ll find out in our study
of Chapters 1, 38, and 42 in this dramatic example of wisdom literature. Next week: King David in art and literature.
Facilitator: Vince Tollers. Location: Vance Barron Hall.
Faith and the Arts: God Stories: This class discusses the
collection of stories in the book, God Stories, edited by C.
Michael Curtis. To quote his Introduction, “This collection
is about lives intertwined with religion, with the church,
with clergy gone awry, and with clergy speaking to the
heart.” This Week: “The Retreat” by Bobbie Ann Mason.
Facilitator: Granville Hill. Location: Terrace Room.
Living Out Our Faith: PC(USA) Social Witness Policy
Statements: The term “social witness policy” refers to
positions adopted by the General Assembly to express its
stance on and guide response to issues in the public order,
including their relation to the church’s own life and mission. This week: We Are What We Eat with Dara Bloom
and Gerry Cohn. Next week: The Moral Math of Climate
Change with John Wilson. Facilitator: Ashley Wilson. Location: Dunham Hall.

Cushions Provided by UPC Deacons
For your convenience, UPC deacons have provided individual seat cushions that are available in a basket in the
narthex. Please return cushions to the basket after using. If
you need assistance or have questions, please ask an usher
on Sunday morning.
Location of AED Devices at UPC
We want members to be aware of the locations of our three
Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) devices: in the
main office by the door to the Henderson Street hallway; by
Tom Brown’s office just outside the front right door of the
Sanctuary; and on the Fellowship Hall landing.
Presbyterian Youth Connection
Tonight is a Small Group night at PYC. Check your email
for a message from your small group leader about when
and where your group is meeting today. Contact Kim McNeill at kim@upcch.org with questions about PYC.
Only four spaces remain for 2019’s Appalachia Service
Project. UPC members are encouraged to take part in this
incredible summer trip with a purpose. We will help to make
homes warmer, safer, and drier for our friends in rural Appalachia who are in need of a helping hand. We are especially
in need of adults to make this trip happen! You don’t need
construction experience–just a heart that is willing to serve
others. Total cost is $435, and scholarship funds are available for anyone. To register, go to upcch.org/pyc/#trips. If
the trip is full when you try to sign up, email Kim McNeill at
kim@upcch.org to be added to the wait list.
More PYPs Events coming in the new year!
Parents of Young Presbyterians (PYPs) is a group for parents of children who are infants through fifth grade. PYPs
sponsors a variety of events throughout the year; some
are family-oriented and some are intended specifically for
parents. Certain events will be labeled as “PYP Squeak”
events, and those are intended for children age four and
under. Plan to join us for these 2019 PYPs events: January:
Thank you note writing party, PYP Squeaks @ Kidzu, Family Game Night; February: Valentine’s & Cookies; March:
Mom’s Night Out, Family Movie Night, Dad’s Night Out;
April: Easter Egg Hunt; May: Family Picnic @ McCorkle
Place. Contact Nancy Myer at nancy@upcch.org.
Help the Haiti Mission Trip
The team will leave for Haiti on Wednesday, January 30,
and preparations are well underway. If you would like to
help our mission team, here are three things you may consider: 1) Come to the UPC Workshop on Saturday, January
19, at 9:00 a.m. in Dunham Hall to cut, paste, and fold materials that will be used in Haiti at the teacher workshops.
No skills required. If you can count or bundle up materials, you are qualified! 2) Save your magazines. Colorful
pictures cut out from magazines are indispensable to various projects at the Haiti workshops. Bring the pictures (or
magazines) to the narthex on January 6. Or bring them to
the January 19 workshop in Dunham Hall. 3) Contact Lisa
Lord (elisabethlord@icloud.com or 919-490-8635) to help
with special projects. Many thanks to the UPC community
for continuous support of the Haiti teacher training project.
Gifts and Growth?
Stephen Minister training will equip you with the skills
needed to help others, and our congregation will support
you as you learn how to show God’s mercy, care, and compassion to someone who is hurting. You will walk with
your care receiver, pray for him/her, and listen as they
work though difficulties. Through this ministry, God will
bring forth new gifts and renewed faith in both your care
receiver and in you as a Stephen Minister. Is God calling
you to serve and grow in this way? Contact Hillary Bergman Cheek at hillary@upcch.org or (919) 929-2102 or
visit upcch.org/stephen-ministry to learn more.

This Week and Next at University
Presbyterian Church
Sunday, December 9
8:30 & 11:00
9:30		
9:45-10:45
3:45-4:10
		
4:00-5:00
4:15-4:55
		
5:00-7:15
		
5:00-6:00
		

Worship Services (Nursery: Room 130/134)
Coffee on the Landing
Sunday School for all ages
Children’s Choir:
Priscilla D. Bevin Memorial Choir Suite
UPC worship service: Carolina Meadows
Junior Choir:
Priscilla D. Bevin Memorial Choir Suite
Junior Choir Caroling Party:
Jasper and Maisy Kavanaugh’s home
Youth Choir:
Priscilla D. Bevin Memorial Choir Suite

Monday, December 10
10:00		
Bulletin deadline: 4:00 Christmas Eve
		
Bulletin & announcements deadline:
		December 23
5:00-6:00
Local Outreach: Vance Barron Hall
6:00-7:00
Outreach: Vance Barron Hall
Tuesday, December 11
6:00-7:00
7:00-8:00

Administration Committee: Youth Center
PNC meeting: Dunham Hall

Wednesday, December 12
3:30-4:30
Kirk Club: Youth Center
7:15-9:15
Chancel Choir:
		
Priscilla D. Bevin Memorial Choir Suite
8:15-9:30
Young Adults: Linda’s (203 E. Franklin)
Thursday, December 13
10:00		
Bulletin & announcements deadline:
		December 30
11:00-12:30
Woman to Woman: Vance Barron Hall
6:30-8:30
Session meeting: Fellowship Hall
Saturday, December 15
12:00		
The Chimes content deadline
Sunday, December 16
8:30 & 11:00
Worship Services (Nursery: Room 130/134)
9:30		
Coffee on the Landing
9:45-10:45
Sunday School for all ages
12:00-1:00
Haiti Trip Team meeting:
		
Vance Barron Hall
3:00-3:20
Children’s Choir Caroling:
		Carol Woods Auditorium
3:00-4:00
UPC worship service: Carol Woods
3:30-4:30
Children’s Choir Caroling Party:
		
Maya Garber’s home
5:00-7:00
Youth Choir and PYC Caroling:
		
Carol Woods and homes
5:00-6:00
Longest Night Worship Service: Sanctuary
7:00-8:30
Youth Choir and PYC Caroling Party:
		
Caroline and Rachel Vandersea’s home
Remember, there is FREE parking at the
Rosemary Street parking deck on Sundays.
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