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Introducing: Rev. Vanessa Hawkins 

 
https://sway.office.com/XXqJNYgRFS5aQxuF#content=qgKgPI6wgHt5vX 



Our Church Family  
 

 
 
We grieve with:  
The family of Felix Joyner following his passing on October 29th, Michael, Wyatt, and Kirby Thornton upon the 
death of their mother, Heidi Thornton, on Wednesday, November 4th in Elizabeth City, NC, and the family of 
Bill Koehnline following his passing on November 13th.  
We pray with:  
Pat McDonald who is receiving hospice care, Mildred Little who is receiving hospice care, Tina Shultz who 
continues to struggle with the symptoms of neuropathy, Jim and Betsy Bryan after Jim received radiation on 
his spine, Joe Robinson who is recovering from surgery, and Lou Pons. 
We celebrate with:  
Vanessa Hawkins who recently joined the staff at UPC and Nancy and Tim Barber upon the birth of their first 
grandchild, Beckett Lee Barber, on Oct 21 in Crozet, VA. Parents are Michael and Amanda Barber. 



Advent 2020 

 



 

Links:  
Advent Musical Projects: click here 

12/1: Mental Health Task Force Zoom Presentation: click here 
12/21: Longest Night Zoom Conversation at 2pm with Pastor Vanessa: click here 

12/21: Longest Night Contemplative Service Around UPC Front Yard Fire Pit at 7pm: click here 
12/24: Outdoor Christmas Eve Service: click here 

International Coalition for the Performing Arts Aerosol Study: click here 



UPC Endowment Disbursements Fall 2020 

The Endowment Committee makes recommendations to the Session for the distribution of unrestricted 
endowment funds two times a year - in the spring and again in the fall.  

At its November meeting, the Session approved the Committee's recommendation to fund the following 
proposals:   

$5,000 to Wheels 4 Hope for the organization's capital campaign 

$10,000 to TABLE for the organization's capital campaign  

$5,000 to Haiti Outreach Ministries for its new Espwa Campus  

$15,000 for the refurbishment of the Church Parlor and Narthex  

$2,495 to supplement the repair and renovation of the Church's steeple 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



UPC Christmas Tree 

Beginning the first Sunday of Advent, you will find a Christmas Tree on our front porch at University 
Presbyterian Church. It will stand—shining brightly—throughout the season as a sign to our neighbors and 
friends that though the night is long, light still shines and it will aid our waiting for the Light of the World to 

break forth!  

You are invited—anytime whatsoever—to come add an ornament to our tree. You could create an ornament, 
or give away one you already have, or write a hope you have on a ribbon and tie it to a branch. Leave your 

mark (write your name!) and enjoy some cheer from the front steps.  

 

A Christmas Eve Gathering 

For Christmas Eve this year we obviously will not be gathering for indoor worship services. In addition to a 
recorded service that will be emailed out to the entire congregation, we would like to offer opportunities for 

families to gather in the church's front yard for a brief worship service of lessons and carols.  If you would like 
to sign up for a spot, please indicate so on the sign-up genius link here.  Due to COVID safety restrictions we 
will keep a firm limit on numbers and we must insist that all attendees sign up ahead of time, indicating how 

many in each group.  Also, we do not know what the public health picture will be even in a few short weeks so 
it may be that we will have to cancel should it be advisable to do so. See the link for more details and read over 

the section below about Singing Safely for the science informing our safety measures.  

 



Singing Safely 

 

 

While we miss your voices every week at UPC, the approaching holiday season is particularly difficult to 
imagine without being able to join our friends in peaceful, magical, joyful carols. Fortunately, the International 

Coalition for the Performing Arts has been working hard over the past several months to provide us with a 
detailed study about how to sing together again. This work has helped us forge a confident way forward, and 
allowed us to craft a lovely and safe carol service for Christmas Eve. If you're not able to venture out to join us 

yet, never fear, there is plenty of wonderful music being recorded for the video service, too. We are looking 
forward to seeing your sparkling eyes and hearing your beautiful voices! 

The Sanctuary Organ  

 
https://sway.office.com/XXqJNYgRFS5aQxuF#content=6QN04YcK0swBu3 



Children's Ministry Parking Lot Gatherings 

 
 

 

 
 

 



UPC families have been having such fun gathering together in the parking lot each month for socially-distanced 
games and fellowship! This month we played charades, created activity courses for the other families, and 
guessed which family tales were true and which ones were "stories." We laughed and sang together and 

shared our gratitude with one another. The next one is Sunday, December 13, from 2:00-2:45 p.m. 
Visit https://upcch.org/childrens-ministries/ to sign up! 

Faith Connections on Mental Illness 

 

Here is the link to register: https://forms.gle/chQnZ1bhTxCcboir8 

Here is the link about Sophie: www.sophieriegal.com 

Presbyterian Youth Connection 

Presbyterian Youth Connection continued the fun and fellowship in November. On November 8th we gathered 
for "Cheerwine and Design" and spent time making art, laughing at our "happy accidents", and enjoying being 

together. On November 22nd we gathered for games and fun in the parking lot. TriviaBingo (yes, that's one 
game) was full of laughter and good, healthy, competition. As the days grow shorter, our need for connection 
grows larger. We'll keep finding ways to enjoy the time we are able to spend with one another, creating bright 

spots during tough days. 



All 6th-12th graders are invited to join in for December holiday fun! We'll make ornaments for the UPC tree, 
have an outdoor movie night, and celebrate Christmas with singing. Check out www.upcch.org/pyc for the 

details about each week of December. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 

PCM Update 
Despite not being able to gather in the PCM student center due to COVID, PCM had an all-things-considered 
really good semester.  I began as the campus minister in early August. Kim Rubish held us steady with pastoral 
care through ongoing relationships.  Once again, our student Leadership Team proved to be a great model for 
ministry with and to college students and was nimble enough to adapt. 
PCM maintained our community and our spiritual growth through weekly student-led Zoom programs on 
Thursday nights, student-led small groups (virtual and in-person), hundreds of one-on-one gatherings, and 
monthly outdoor PCM gatherings: Camp New Hope fall retreat in September; Camp New Hope 
Halloween/Thanksgiving retreat in October; and field day at Hooker Fields in November.  PCM remains a 
community where students feel supported, encouraged, and invited into deeper relationship with God, their 
inner spiritual life, one another, and the Church.  
We have welcomed 6 first year students to the PCM family this semester; only 2 of whom are in the Chapel 
Hill area.  The other 4 are spread across NC but engaged digitally and through one-on-one relationship with 
me and PCM students!  We have welcomed 7 new-to-PCM sophomores and juniors who are now connected 
digitally and/or through relationships with me and individual PCM students. The addition of 13 to our PCM 
family during a COVID semester is a BIG deal and a clear sign of the vitality and relevance of our ministry!  



UPC, we are SO grateful to be a partner in ministry with you.  THANK YOU for your support of PCM; we are 
making a significant impact on Carolina students, and therefore the world! 
Berry French 
I am so grateful for the flexibility and perseverance of each and every PCM student, and it has been an 
absolute blessing to experience this strange fall alongside them. While our socially distanced retreats and 
online programs were big standouts this semester, it was the small moments which have stuck with me—
sharing Spotted Dog dinner through a Zoom screen while searching for the perfect TED Talk clip for a program, 
popping into PCM to pick up final exam snack bags and running into friendly faces, learning to play virtual 
Pictionary on a Friday night, and so much more. The PCM community has hit so many challenges and 
roadblocks, but has responded with patience and grace, reflecting God’s care into each of our interactions and 
moments together. 
Kim Rubish 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 

Stephen Ministry: Christmas Gifts?? 

 

What will a COVID Christmas look like?  We don’t know, do we?  The stores didn’t slow down to promote their 
Christmas merchandise on the heels of Halloween candy.  And even in these crazy times, we are probably 
asking, “What gift do I get for so and so?”  Gift cards have become very popular . . . a favorite restaurant, 

movie passes, iTunes. These take the place of those brightly wrapped boxes that we loved seeing under the 
tree. It seems convenience has taken the place of tradition in this quick-paced world we live in. 

However, you can still imagine a beautifully wrapped package topped with a bright red bow and a gift tag with 
your name on it. You shake the box trying to guess what it holds. With anticipation, you wait until Christmas to 
open it.  You carefully remove the paper not wanting to rip it because it was so lovingly wrapped. You take the 
top off—your smile quickly disappears as you find it is empty!  Disappointed, you look at the tag again and find 

there is no from name on it. 

Why wrap an empty box with such care?  Perhaps the empty box was just a way to get you to fill it with what 
you really need . . . a listening ear, a comforting touch, a prayer, a smile, laughter, a weekly distanced visit, and 

a phone call to check in.  

Our Stephen Ministry can be that gift you give yourself. Let us help you fill the empty box with love and care 
that goes far beyond Christmas and the New Year.  The gift tag will then read—to YOU from UPC Stephen 

Ministry! Contact Meg for your gift of a Stephen Minister. 

Have a joyful holy Christmas and a meaningful New Year! 



Diaper Collection for the Refugee Support Center 

 

Again, this year, the Presbyterian Women (PW) are sponsoring a diaper drive to benefit the Refugee Support 
Center (RSC). In the past, more than 6,000 diapers have been donated to the Center from UPC. You and your 

family may have brought diapers to the church in support of this ministry during the Advent season in the last 
two years.   

Because we are not meeting in person at the church, our diaper drive will look a lot different this year but we 
still need your support, more than ever.   

Please consider supporting the diaper drive for the RSC by sending your check made out to UPC, with "RSC 
Diaper Drive" in the memo line, to the church. (Mail to UPC, PO Box 509, Chapel Hill, NC 27514) In January, we 

will purchase and deliver diapers to the RSC using your monetary donations.   

Thank you for your thoughtful and generous support. If you have questions, contact Vicki Lotz, 
vjlotz@live.unc.edu. 

 

 
 
 



 

Alternative Gift Market  

Our sensitivity to the feelings of isolation around us has led many of us to increase our efforts to reassure 
others that they are in our thoughts and prayers. With phone calls, a “thinking of you” note, and, soon, a 

Christmas greeting we can remind others that we care. The Global Outreach Committee would like to suggest 
that a charitable donation in someone’s honor is an additional powerful way to show love and respect. 

This year including a donation insert from the Alternative Gift Market in your messages is really easy and very 
convenient. You can begin ordering from AGM right now on our online site. Go to our website and read about 

the programs dear to the hearts of UPC members.  

This opportunity to order will be available to you from now until December 15.  

Brighten the day of friends, family, clients, and colleagues when you give a gift to the world in their honor. 

Portia Christensen for the Global Outreach Committee 

 



 

In Our Midst: The Spirit Among Us  

 

We want to hear from you! How have you felt God's presence recently? Where have you seen the Spirit in your 
life? No story is too short or too long. Submit your story here to share your experience with the larger UPC 

community as we reflect on the Spirit's presence In Our Midst.  

Publications 

UPC members are welcome to submit content for Sunday’s bulletin announcements or for The Chimes, UPC’s 
monthly newsletter. 

Please submit content to our Communications  Intern, Ginny Horne, at communications@upcch.org or through 
the google forms linked below. The content deadline for the bulletin announcements is each Wednesday at 2 

p.m., and the deadline for The Chimes is always the 15th of the previous month at noon.  

The content deadline for the January edition of The Chimes is Tuesday, December 15, at noon. 

Click here to submit content for the January Chimes.  

Click here to submit content for the weekly announcements.  


