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Pastor's Message 

 
 

 In 2007, Jarrett and I were invited to Turkey for an Interfaith Pilgrimage. Our host, a 
delightful and devout Muslim named Fatih had the task of corralling Presbyterians, which must 
have been like herding cats. To get our attention to get us back in the van or out of a 
restaurant, he would yell: “Come on now, People of the Book!” 
 I have since been mindful of that phrase, especially in light of these days. We are 
Republicans and Democrats, we are Carolina and Duke fans, we are in this or that camp, but as 
people of faith, do we not share a common footing? Are we not those shaped by holy 
scripture? We are indeed People of the Book, and perhaps that identity needs some attention. 
To be People of the Book means we claim that God’s Word is authoritative in our lives. But 
what does that mean? And how are we to read it? Differences in scriptural interpretation have 
been enough to divide families and begin new denominations. Thus, our sermon series (and 
small group discussions) on how we as Presbyterians read the Good Book. 
 By mid-month we will encounter Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of Lent. 
Our worship and small group focus thus changes as we journey toward the cross and eventually 
to the joy of the empty tomb. Throughout Lent we will consider together the Questions that 
Jesus Asks. In the Gospels, Jesus asks many more questions than he answers, in fact he asks 307 
of them! If questions have ever been part of your journey of faith (and if not, who are you?!), 
then perhaps there will be a comfort in knowing that Jesus himself modeled that the act of 
wondering is part of that which draws us closer to God. 
 So, come on now, People of the Book! We’ll see you in worship! 
 
Peace be with you, 
 
Meg 

 
 
 
 



Our Church Family 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We grieve with:  
Craig and Wick Shreve, upon the death of Wick’s father, Brandon Shreve, on 1/26 
Betsy Bryan, Jamie and Anne Bryan, upon the death of Jim Bryan, on 1/8 
Jim Shultz, upon the death of his brother, John Shultz on 1/2 
Mat Hamlett, upon the death of his son-in-law, Kevin Folsom 
We pray with:  
Jay Williams, recovering from a chronic subdural hematoma 
Pat Love, recovering from a fall/hip surgery  
Betsy Mebane, recovering from a small stroke  
Pat McDonald, in hospice care 
Mildred Little, in hospice care 
Joe Buckner’s mother, in hospice care 
Marcia Baxley’s mother, in hospice care 
We celebrate with:  
Peggy Rider, on her 98th birthday 
Ross and Winsome Leadbetter celebrated their 66th anniversary in January. A summer wedding 
in New Zealand. 

The Sanctuary Organ: Ep. 3 

 
https://sway.office.com/HvUQ1gedoIqgolvN#content=0XMX9uqOBznlia 



 

Crossroads Discussion Group 
 
 
 

 

 
Please join Crossroads on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am. All are welcome! 
Since 2019, Crossroads has brought together multiple generations of UPC members to reflect 
on scripture and what it means to be a disciple of Christ. Each week’s discussion provides an 
opportunity for fellowship and shared examination of various Biblical texts illuminated by 
leading theologians, Biblical commentators, and well-respected spiritual leaders. 
We just completed a multi-week study of N.T. Wright’s video series, The Storied Word of the 
Bible, which was a fascinating course on how the various stories of the Bible all fit together to 
tell one grand story of God’s faithfulness.   
In February, we will embark on a study of Luke and Acts using a series of videos from the Bible 
Project.  No pre-reading is required.  All you need to do is join us via Zoom at the link 
below.  Hope to see you on Sunday mornings! 
Location: Meeting via Zoom at 10:00am on Sundays 
Link:  https://zoom.us/j/93019002568 
Facilitators: Juli Kim and Reid Chisholm, Robert and Laura Owen, and Ed and Nancy Preston 
 
Progressive Nativity 
 
Our UPC faith family went on a journey in December to watch the nativity scene unfold before 
their very eyes!  People drove from house to house, listening to a playlist along the way that 
told the story and provided carols to which people could sing along.  Thanks to all who joined us 
that evening and especially to our costumed participants (and those who costumed them!) who 
made this special evening possible. 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Children's Music 
 

 
 

Children of the church are invited to join us anytime it’s convenient for our “Listen and Learn” 
video series. We’ll talk about the things that make music fun to listen to, and sing some of our 
favorite children’s anthems. Check your weekly "Children's and Youth Ministries" email for a 

new video link every week, or use this link to catch up anytime: 
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7995552 

PYC: Lenten Micropractices 

You are invited to join Presbyterian Youth Connection in Lenten Micropractices on Instagram 
starting on Ash Wednesday, February 17th.  

What's a micropractice? A micropractice is a small spiritual practice. Instead of engaging the 
same spiritual practice throughout Lent, the micropractices are meant to give a sample across 

many different styles of practices. Some are active, some are reflective. They will make you 
think, take action, connect with God and others, and live into your Christian life. You can find 
each day's micropractice on the PYC Instagram account @upcpyc. Follow PYC for your daily 

reminder to engage this season of Lent.  

 
 

 
 

 
 



PCM Students Reflect on PCM over Christmas

Break: Hikes, Bible study, Service 
 
 

Sophomore PCM Student Chris Morgan: 

UNC’s semester may have ended in November, but PCM’s intentional community persisted 
throughout the winter holiday. We met twice to be outside in God’s creation, hiking in parks 
across our beautiful state to meet new friends who couldn’t join us on campus in the fall. We 

joined with PCM students from NC State to celebrate Advent over Zoom (with 
an excellent Advent trivia I did not do well at!). We recommitted ourselves to sustainable 

mission, getting our hands dirty at Farm Church and staffing a food pantry for immigrants at 
Iglesia Emanuel in Durham. Mostly, though, we found ways to stay connected to each other and 
to the church while scattered around the country. And while the semester is starting and we’re 
still spread out (you could say ~socially distanced~), I am thankful for the routine and normalcy 

and stability that PCM provides for me. 

 

P.S. Be on the lookout for more PCM students to be joining small groups this spring – we are so 
looking forward to getting to know you! Small Group 9 has been such a blessing in my life this 

year. 

 
 

 

Senior PCM Student Amy Brubacker: 

In PCM Bible study, we have been studying the gospel of Luke (pigs, 
parables, Pharisees, oh my). Every week, we meet on Zoom and check 

in with each other. We summarize the scripture, compare translations, and find modern 
meanings in the ancient text. We ask each other questions and even though we may not always 
find the answers, we have a lot of thoughtful discussion. This group is such a joyful and positive 

constant during such an unpredictable time.  



Stephen Ministry- Getting to the 
Heart of the Matter 
 

 
 

The word heart (a common symbol used at Valentine’s Day) appears over 1000 times in the 
Scripture. In most instances, the definition of this word is not referring to the large muscle in our 

chest, but the center of a person’s hidden emotional-intellectual-moral activity. When 
examined, the physician’s stethoscope can’t determine if the heart is deceitful, broken, divided, 

loving, angry, content, sincere, envious, self-righteous, cold, warm, lonely or other adjectives too 
numerous to mention.  

Have you self-examined your heart  lately?  Has it become hard because of the loss of rituals or 
chronically lonely during the isolation of COVID?  Is it broken from a relationship that includes 
rejection and deceit?  Are you grieving the loss of a loved one by yourself?  Are you paralyzed 

with fear of COVID or another chronic or terminal illness? We tend to hide these heart 
conditions because of awkwardness, pride, or embarrassment.  

There is no need to hide your heart any longer. Our Stephen Ministers have studied how to listen 
to “heart disease”.  Stephen Ministers have the instruments to mend, comfort, begin healing, 

listen attentively, trust, keep confidentiality, and mostly to dispense God’s love.  A Stephen 
Minister will listen to you with caring concern as you determine your condition in a quiet, 

supportive manner as long as you need, whether that’s a month or a year.  Please call Meg 
at 919-929-2102 and ask her to find a Stephen Minister to support you.  We wish you a healthy 

heartfelt Valentine’s Day! 

  



Alternative Gift Market 
 

 
 

Yay, Us! 
In spite of everything, including a first time effort at a completely virtual Alternative Gift 
Market, the generosity of UPC was beautiful to behold. Undaunted, this congregation dug deep 
and supported our favorite programs. Our friends and co-workers in Haiti, Zambia, Syria, and 
elsewhere, including our local Department of Social Services, now have more resources and 
much encouragement as they continue their work for those in need. All told, the Global 
Outreach Committee was able to distribute more than $20,000. And now, a shout out for our 
wonderful office manager, Jeanette Schmidt, for her work on making our virtual Alternative Gift 
Market possible. We couldn’t have done it without her creativity and technical skills. So, again, 
YAY US.  
Portia Christensen for Global Outreach 

Diaper Collection Report 
 

 
 

Because of your generosity in support of the Presbyterian Women's diaper drive for the Refugee 
Support Center, UPC donated more than 4000 diapers and $1,000 to the Center in January. 
Special appreciation to Dennis Dallke and Katharine Yager for their kind assistance with this 

project.   

-Vicki Lotz for Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team 

  



Joint Clergy Letter 
January 2021 
 To the people of our beloved communities in the Chapel Hill area: your clergy greet you 
in the name of God. We write again to share with you our continued story of solidarity, 
friendship, and partnership as we navigate together the challenges ahead of us in this new 
year.  
 In the early days of the pandemic, a diverse group of local faith leaders began to meet 
for mutual support, to share ideas, and to coordinate across our many institutions. We lead 
churches and synagogues of all sizes and denominations. Since the beginning, all of our 
conversations have been aided by expert medical and infectious disease advice. Very quickly we 
discovered our common ground: our houses of worship needed to suspend all in-person 
gatherings until the crisis had passed. We wanted to act together—not only to protect our 
members—but also our neighbors, friends, and families. We did not act out of fear; listening to 
the best science available to us, we acted out of the love nurtured by our faith in God.  
For the last ten months we have met together weekly to discern together how we guide and 
lead our communities of faith. It is a new year and yet we are aware not much is different in our 
ongoing struggle with a global pandemic. Our faith communities continue to worship online, 
practice social distancing, and work hard to be good stewards of the communities and 
relationships entrusted to us. 
 We continue to hear of, and experience, the climbing numbers of COVID-19 infections 
and deaths.  With numbers far worse than anything we have seen yet, with the post-Christmas 
and New Year’s gatherings spike, with new COVID variants emerging, with cold weather making 
outdoor gatherings difficult and less practical, and with vaccine distributions behind schedule, 
we are now at the riskiest point by far to date in this pandemic.  
 There is hope. There are vaccines “getting in people’s arms” - we know some of them, 
you may be one of them. These vaccines promise a future of normalcy, economic boost, and in-
person gatherings. We are weary and fatigued by the tasks set before us to continue to tackle 
this pandemic, but now is not the time to let our guard down. While there is hope for our 
future, we plead with our congregations and communities to continue the hard work in what it 
will take to battle this virus. Wear a mask, wash your hands, practice social distancing, and limit 
all gatherings with those outside your household.  
 We long to gather in person in our houses of worship, to sing a new song, and to share 
our sacred stories. We miss our rites and traditions. As your pastors, ministers, priests, and 
rabbis, please know that we ache for the day we can return to in-person worship, fellowship, 
and community. But that time is not now. We are still, at the least, months away from that 
reality. The love that caused us to suspend our in-person gatherings last year is the same love 
which calls us to keep the doors of our sanctuaries closed as we enter into this new year. The 
medical advice we have received is clear: it is not yet safe for us to meet in person.  
All of our communities have discovered new ways of keeping in touch, gathering in virtual 
assemblies and minyanim, and loving God and our neighbors. Each of us can clearly say, by 
God’s grace, that while our houses of worship may not meet in person, our communities thrive 
and flourish. We pledge our help, our prayers, our service, and the strength and goodwill of our 
faith communities as we grieve, confess, heal, and restore. Our interfaith clergy group will 



continue to meet for support, to stay on top of the latest medical advice, and to make plans 
together. When the time is right, we will gather again in our sacred places. We will celebrate 
again. We will lift up our hearts in prayer and song together again. Until that day we stand in 
solidarity with you and walk with you in the days and months ahead of us. 
 
Yours in faith, 
 
Will Rose, Holy Trinity Lutheran and Lutheran Campus Ministry                    
Cameron Barr, United Church of Chapel Hill              
Justin Coleman, University United Methodist Church 
Jen Feldman, Kehillah Synagogue                                         
Clarke French, Church of the Holy Family Episcopal 
Damarcus Johnson, Life Church                                            
Barry Jones, University Baptist Church 
Jay Kennett, Hillsborough United Church of Christ                
Curt Lowndes, The Gathering Church                                    
Marcus McFaul, Binkley Baptist Church                     
Meg Peery McLaughlin and Jarrett McLaughlin, University Presbyterian      
Elizabeth Marie Melchionna, Chapel of the Cross                 
Adam Seate, Orange United Methodist Church         
Ben Williams, Christ United Methodist Church 
Lisa Fischbeck, The Episcopal Church of the Advocate 
Dottie Heninger, Chapel Hill Friends Meeting 
Isaac Villegas, Chapel Hill Mennonite Fellowship 
Donnie L. Jones, Amity United Methodist Church  
  



In Our Midst 
We want to hear from you! How have you felt God's presence recently?  Where have you seen 
the Spirit in your life? No story is too short or  too long. Submit your story here to share your 
experience with the larger UPC community as we reflect on the Spirit's presence In Our Midst.  

 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 



Publications 

UPC members are welcome to submit content for Sunday’s bulletin announcements or for The 
Chimes, UPC’s monthly newsletter. 

Please submit content to our Communications  Intern, Ginny Horne, at 
communications@upcch.org or through the google forms linked below. The content deadline for 

the bulletin announcements is each Wednesday at 2 p.m., and the deadline for The Chimes is 
always the 15th of the previous month at noon.  

The content deadline for the March edition of The Chimes is Monday, February 15, at noon. 

Click here to submit content for the March Chimes.  

Click here to submit content for the weekly announcements.  


